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THE WE8T BENGAL LARD REFORH8 BILL, 186&

A
BILL

to reform the tato relating to land tenure carbscq eIIt orb the
ve£t£ng of all estates and of certaIn rights therein in the
State

It ia hereby enacted in the Sixth Year of the Republic of
Indiai by the Legi8lature of ITe9t Bengal, as follow& :–

CHAPTER I.

Preliminary.

Sho,t
title,
extent
and
counrDoa
cement.

1, ( 1) This Act may be called the West
Reform8 Act, 1955.

Bengal Land

(2) it extends to the whole of \Vest Bengal except the
areaa described in Schedule I of the Calcutta Municipal Act, Wad
1951, as deemed to have been amended under section 594 of Ben. Act
that ’Act. XX.T_Ijlof 1961.

(3) This 8ection shall come into force at once and the
remaining provisions of this Act, in whole or in part, shall
como into force on such date or dates and in 811Ch district or
p.art of a di.8tric+ 88 .the State Government may from time to
time by noti£cation in the Obcial Gazette specify.

Donni.
tion.

2, in thi8 Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the
subject or context,–

(7) “ agricultural year” means the Bengali year com.
rnencing ant be £rst day of Bai3akh ;

(2) “bmga4lnT' ’ means a per80n who under the system
generally krown as alla , barga or bIng cultiv&tos
the 'land of another person on condition of d8liver-
ing a share of the produce of 8uch land to that
per80n ;

(3) “bona &Ze cultivator’ ’ means a person who cultiv8te8
hh own land by his own labour or by the labour of
any member of hi& family or by 8erv8nt8 or
labourers on w&goa payable in cash- or kind or
both ; and includes a per80n who jg entitled to
retain in £has p088e88ion any agricultural land
under the provi8ion8 of the We8t B8ng81 E8tate8 Wet Ben,
Acqui8ition Act, 1953 ; ' $bI ol

(4) “certi£cate” me aa8 a certi6cat8 8igned under the
Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act, 1913 ; !!n +a

(J) “Collector” mean& the Collector of a di8trict or any H801
other o6oer appointed by the State (3ovornment to
diQch argo any if the £unction8 of a Collector under
this Act ;

(6) “consolidation” include8 re-arrangement of parcol8
of land coupri8ed in a holding or in diBorent hold.
ing8 for tho purp08e of rendering BUCk holding or
holdings more compact ;

(7) “holding” includes a parc81 or p8rcel8 of land or an
undivided 8hare thereof held-by a raiyat ;

(8) “land” means agricultural land and includa8 home
8tead8, tank8, wells and water channels ; '

(9) “pr80cribed” means pre&cribed by rule+ made by the
St8t8 (lovernmentunder this Act ;

(/0) “ra'iVa&” means a person who hold& or is deemed to
hiId 1 and direct& under the State Government for
purpo&e& of agriculture and includoa also 8uoc08-
borg- ia iaInt of such a por80n ;

(I1) “rent” mean whatever jg lawfully payable or adi-
vorablo in 'Inoney or kind or both- by a rdvat in
r08poct of the laid hold by him ;

(Ze) “Bovoauo oacor” means any oncor vLan the StPto
Government may appoint by name or by virtue of
hb once to aidhal88 any-of the fun-otioa6 of A
Bovonuo 06cor in iny ub 8.
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(Chapter I .–P rehrlrinarv .–-Clause 3.q;haTta? i/.–Raiy8t8.- –-Clauses a 6.)
Aet to
override
other
l8w8, etc.

& The provisions of this Act shall have eRect notwith••
standing anything in any other law or 8ny cu8tom or usage
or in an\' contract expreised or implied inconsi8tent with the
provisions of this Act.

& Save as provided in this Act, every 7aiyat oban be
liable to pay 3uc-h rdut for his holding as may be determined
in accordance with the provi8ione of ihi8 Act :

.Provided that the State Government may. after such
enquiry as it nlny consider nece8sary into the validity of any
1.1 ain1 ill htlld any land fred of rent-or at a rent fixed in per-
I)etuit\', allo\t sur'h a claim or disallow it.

5, A rai yat shall have the right to use the land comprised
in his holding in any nrunner consistent with the purpose8 of
agriculture and for such purposes to plant and fall trees, to
ul-ect dwelling houses together with any out-houses and once8
for his use und or('upat’ion, to t:on8truct wells, tank8, water
channels and other works for the 8torage, supply or distribu-
tion of water and to make any improvement on it.

Obligation
of raiyat4
to pay
font.

Ri8ht8 of
ratyol rn
rtap6ct of
land

8, A rail)at nlra11 not tn ejected from his holding except
in execution of an order made by the Revenue C)meet on one
or more of the following grounds, namely :–

(a) that he has, without any reasonable cause, not u8ed
the land or. a 8ub8tanti al p8rt of it for purposes
mentioned in section 5 or allowed the land -or a
8ubstantial part of it to lie fallow for four con&e-
cut;ive years ;

(b) th&t he hao done any act in contravention of the pro-
visions of this Act.

Ground8
for
evbtion of
a rotyol.

7. (7) The holding of a raivat or 8 bh are or portion
theroof shall, subject ti the provigjono of thi8 Act, be capable
of being transferred.

Tr8n8fer.
ability of
tuldin8 of
a rai yat.

(2) Every '8uch tran8fer 8hall be made by a registered
instrument hnd the registering omcer shall not accept for
r88i8tr&tion a.ny such ii8trument unlea8

(a) the 8 ale price, or where thero jg no gala price, tho
value of the holding or portion or share thereof
transferred, is 8tated therein ; and

The West Bengal Land ReID?wu Bill, 1955.

CHAPTER II.

Raiyat3 .

(b) there is tendered along with it,
(i) a notice giving the p8rticulu8 of the tnn8for in

the - pre&erika form for tr8n8mi&sion to tho
pre8cribed authority ;

(i) Buck notioe8 &nd p!+c088 foo& u may be required
by 8ut>Bectioa (8).

(3) in cue of beque8t of 81rob holding or portion or aharo
tbereif , no court drill grant Probate or–Lett-on of AdIninib
tration until the applic ait £lo& in the prescribed form a notice
giving particul8r8- - of the bequest for tr&n&miB8ion to the
prescribed authority.

(4) No Court or Revenue oacer shall con£rm the 88l6 of
8uch a holding or portion or 8hnre thereof put to sale in
execution of a decree or oerti£c ate mId no Collit 8llall make a
decree or order absolute for forecloaaro of a mortgage of web
a holding or portion or 8hate tbor80f , until the pInch amr or
the mortgagee, aa the cue may be, ales a noti60 or notieo&
8imil8r to, and dep08it8 proce&i fe08 of the same amount a$
tha referred to in 8utb8ec-tion (2).

(3) if the transfer of 8 portion or ah are of such a holding
tn one to which the proviaion8 of notion 11 apply, there 8l1811
bo Bled by the tranlferor or tr8na£eree notiia-8 -diving padi-
cul ars of the tranafer in tho pre&cribod form ti)geILer with
the proces8 fees pre8cribed for- the aervioo thereof on all the
cb8h&ren of tha said holding who are not parh08 to the
tr&&8fer and for aBring a aDjy theeoof in aki ofRoe of the
registering tracer or the Coart Loan or the oaoo of the
Bownuo OHmr, u the c&n nay b, u veR &8 for aaxin8
B aDpy on the holding.
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The Wea Bengal Land Reforms BaI, 1955.

(Chapter Z/.–Raiyuta.–-CZau8e$ 8–II.)

(6) The Court, the Bevenue OHcer or the regiotering
oHcer. as the case may be. shall transmit the notice to the
authority referred to in sub-clauBe (i) of cl8uae (b) of 8uth
section (2) who 8h8ll 8erve the notices on the co.8h8rer8
referred -to in sub-section (J) bY registered post and shall c&u80
copie8 if the notice to be hailed- on the holding and in the
Court house and in the once of the Revenue 06cer, or of the
r6giatering oMcer, as the case may be.

E.tpta7wltjoq.–in tlri8 section–
(a) “transferor”, “purcha8er” and “urortgdgee'’ include

their 8ucce&&org-in.interest, and
(b) “transfer” does not include partition or 8imple or

u8ufructu&rv mortgage or mortgage by conditional
sale.

Limitation
on
br+n8for.

& (1) in all cases of transfer ferent.ioned in 80ction 7,
the State- Oovernluent shall be entitled, subject to the
provinion8 of 8ection II, to take over, by order made in this
behalf .–

(a) any land held by the transferee after the tr8n8f8r in
-excess of thirty-three acre8 in the aggregate, when
the tran8feree io a bona fda cultiv&tor,

(b) the entire land tran8ferred, when the transferee i8' ' not a bona itle cultivator, or when the State
Oovernment' is satisfied that the transferee does
not intend to cultivate the land.

Gg) in all caae& where the State Government takes over
any' IInd under' 8 IIb-section (7), there shall b paid to the
transferee 88 compensation all' amount equal to the market
value of the intere8t of the transferor in the land on the date
of tan transfer.

R08trio.
tion on
8ublet. ting,

8, After this Act comes into force no raiyat 8hall aub-
let the whole or any part of his holding.

Limitation
on

T:oWl
holding&

lb (7) A mortgage by a raigat of his holding or anY
&hare thereof other than–

(a) a simple mortgage, or
(b) a usufrnctuary mortgage for a period aot exceeding

6£twn ye8r8,
shall tn void.

gM Seek:wEy)mj::;y ::oHiE£ ifI;;je::ed&nb;'i?mgT£;o£b)t£e
expiry of tho period.

Right of
punhan
by me
8liaror or
aonti8uoa8
+nAnt.

I1, (7) if a portion or share of a holdin.g of a. mIllat

td{:q:$= 1 ; iT=!na01ft::beS iE : :::{a B:: i :$

bum if ten per cent. of that amount :
Providal tha if & Ob8h&rar raivat and a raiyot_ Www!-

i:h,it? hall: th;fLY:VtPf-io:Hi!;lITe_\::: jTjif
={Tae:]\=£p£\{ It:Pei$ tEn:::=;dAhlh::;e?:fdi:
to him :

Provided further that 88 8tnong8t raWjIIt wesowing

i=L,;!toll:E;ugo \:It:at For=f=Derek:IfJrF JtraIl:
land trinaferred.-

(g) BathIng in this 6ection alun apply to
(a) & tran$for by 8rcb8nB8 or SY putitionl OEB

(b) & tF6TUtgF by beqwd or dttl ori
(O) 6 a8dnetual7 nort8e£o neatiomd ia notion 10, OIl

go ' h=j;WIWybm,-HId:=:=i:e
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The \Vest Bengal Land Itefonn8 BaIt 1956.

kClbuptet IJ.–Raiy ats.–Clauses 12–/5. )

Re vonuo
ot}i('or to
111111\r tho

Ul ljlliCUtIon and
up I)ortron
I anita in
curtain
C nIH)9

128 ( /) On the deposit n\crItic)ned in sub-nection (1) of
section 11 being nlntle, the Revt'nue Officer shall give notice
of the ;rpplit'atlolr to the transIt•ree, and 8l1811 also c&use a
notice to be aftixed on the land for the information of
persons interested. On such notice being served, tho tran8-
terre or any person interested may appear within the time
specified ill the ucltice antI prove the consideration money
1)aid for the trnnsft'r and other surnsp if any, properly paid
by hinr irl rt.SI>crt I if the lands inrluding reIit, ces8ed- or
taxes for IIlly p('riotl suhsrtlut'nt tII the date of tr8n8f er. The
Revenut- Officer mny aft.rr such enquiry as he considers
necessary direct the a]rplirant to deposit 8uch further sum,
if any, within the time specified by him and on such gum
Irt'inF deposited, he shall -InnEr an order that the amount of
the t:onsilleration money togetller with 8uch other 8um8 a9
are proved to have been paia by the transferee or the person
intercstrd plus ten per rent . of the consideration money be
paid to th& transferee or the person interested out of - the
money in deposit, the remainder, if any, being refunded to
the applicant. The Revenue Officer shall then make a
further order that the portion or oh,Ire of the holding be
transferred to the applicant null on such rlrder being made,
the portion or share of the holding shall vest –in the
applicant.

<2) \Then any person acquires the right, title and intere8t
of thp transferei' in 8ur'h holding by succe8sion or othervi08,
the right, title and interest al'ljuired by him shall be 8ubject
to the right conferred by sub-section (7) of 8cation 11 on a
frlallarer Tai Hat or a to-iyat possessing land adjoining the
holding.

(3) in making an order under sub-section (1) in favour

fIx"i::% ,tUll TeeveT;',h lifTer’f 'i"i =p;?,IfinLaY;E,?it:i=;
share of the holdinR in such manner' Ind on sucK terms ag
he deems equitable.

(4) Where any portion or share of a holding i& transferred
!o the applicant -under gull.section (7)! such applicant 8ball
be liable to pay all arrears of rent ii 'respect of ;ucl portion
o! qIan of the- holding that may be outstanding on tie date
of the order.

( a) The Revenue (JfEcer nhall send a copy of hi8 order
to the prescribed authoritY for correction o)-the 70cord-of-
rights.

Conn.
quaIlcoB

, of an order
for
tr8n8for.

136 On an order under section 12 being maIlb
(a) the right, title and interest of the raiyat aud of the

tran8feree or of the person mentioned in 8utb
section (2) of section -12 who acquire8 any right,
title and interest in the holding BLaH veal In-thi
raivat whose application for t;&n8for hae been
allowed by the -Revenue 06cer,

<b) the raivat whose appjication han been &o allowed
8hall' be liable fbr any rent accruing - Iron;- tl-18
date of the order. - v

Diluviatod
lands.

opinion of the Revenue Of6cer, il fair. –’

sub£i3}. T:msu:ifTild}:£ebrq)rtl: iwar: i f:TaN:iFItdeli
oxcoeding twel}tY Years and the miNd shall on its ro&vpoaro
II:: at auX ti111: wijh jn }}lg period have the rigTt -to
:giS:iTf ttt:nE::v::!eb8f#£Tq8'\FW such lent pIn tho

Rjght in
In-d
nina bynow of
river or
BOB,

?}.nt; ;BTb£:: 1:Uti:: IEt tellle:IYonIT:, Tn
ItuieheRbS:: I; TFd\:t£fenjb8{)? Ultht)PSI w::
au8u=neat u maY be determined by 'th-e Bevena,a Oaiir :

nwnil}£dT£L%M$#M£W:BI •
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does not exceed thirty-three acres, and the remainder, if
any, of the land gained by accession 8hall vest in the St&to
Government free f–rom all bncumbrances.

Rubric.
a>n on
8li•nation
of land by
80beluled
tribe.

10, (7) Except in the following cases, the transfer of
the holding or part of the holding if a rai yat belonging to
a &cheatbled tribe aLan be void : –

(2) The holding or part of the holding of a mi Vat
belonging to a scheduled tribe which is tr&nsferred in contra.
vention of the provi8ion3 of cIau&eo (a) and (b) of sub
section (1) oban bi forfeited to the State Government.

17, The produce of any land cultivated by a bargada7
shall be divided in the proportion of 60 : 40,an between the
baruadar and the person w-hose land he cultivate s, and the
baTgada,r shall deliver to such person the share of the produoe
payable to him within the prescribed period.

81ruo of
produce
payable
by a
barVadar.

18, (7) No person whose land is cultivated by a
burgadar shall be entitled to terminate nuch cultivation by
the barqadaT except in execution o£ an order made by the
Revenue 06cer on one or more of the following grounds,
namely : –

(a) that he requires the land bona Fde for cultivation
by himself or by members of his family or by
servants ;

(b) that the bargain? has without any reasonable C&B&e
failed to cultivate the land during any year;

Gc) that the land is not under the personal cultivation of
the bargazZar;

(d) that the bargacla7 ba8 contravened any pmvi8ion of
thio Act.

Tna,ina.
tion of
oultiv8-
tion by
bargador .

Aml

•

IWI

Th& West Bengal Land Refornbs Bat, 1955.

(ChopteT //.–R&iyat8.-–CZauge 16.-4hnptot III .=
B8rg&d8r8.--£Zau$er 17–eu .)

(a) a transfer to a person belonging to a 8cheduled
tribe ;

(b) a transfer to a person not belonging to a scheduled
tribe when such transfer is made with the
previou8 permission of the Revenue 06cer.

CHAPTER III.

Batgcaar8 .

(2) No bargcaa? oh all be entitled to cultivate by him&elf
or by members of hh family or through bena7n£Zar8 moro
than' thirty-three acre8 of land. In computing this area,
any land owned by the baroariar 88 well as the land cultiv ab
ed by him as a bat9ada? shall be taken into account.

(3) if a bargta£gr cultiv8te8 land in exce&& of thirty-three
acres, the 8hare of tho produce due to him as a barguiar in
re8pect of the land in exce88 of thirty-three acres dr all be
forieited to the State (3ovornInont by -order made by the
Revenue oacer.

th (1) Every di8pute between 8 baTgadnt and tho
er80n whose land he oultiv ales in reopect of any of the

following matters, namely : –
(a) diviBion or delivery of the produoo,
(b) t&twin ation qf cultivation by the bargaIL?,

aLan be decided by the Revenue 06oer having jurisdiction
over the area within which such land h situated.

(g) if in deciding 8ny di8pute referred to in 8ub-8ection
(J),-any qu08tion arii88 ai to ihether a per80n i8 a bury(ubu
dr- -not -ana to vhotn the 8h8ro of the produce is deliverable,
each qa08tion aLan be dotorminol by the Revenue 06cer.

n An 8ppeal ah 811 lie vitbia tho prucribod period to
an Appellate tFnon b b appointed by the Stab Government

lift my aau of the Rir6nu• (Facw nMe under this
abapter, ai04pt vLan nrel alan vu made vial the aoa•eIIt
el lb+ fartiu-to the diapn6e.
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Procedure
and
orocut lon .

IIar of
juriRlic.
tion.

Liability
to p8y
rent

fEIaFIFin& 2A (1) The State Government may make an or(iSr
Hi.:in directing\ tile Revenue OMcer– '

PrIX>odUre
of deter.
mining
rent .Patu.

PubUoa+
tion and
abn6rnn
tba of
ebb of
nabn&u

The \Vest Bengal LaBd Refonnt Bill, 1955.
(Chtt pier /I/.–llarHt\ants .J JImI sex 2/, 22 .-–Chat)teT IV .•–

l>rnrisitms a8 to Tent.–-{;lauses--23 26:)

21, (/) The procedure to be followed by the Revenue
Officer or by all Appellate OfEcer in deciding di8pute8 or
nppeirls shall be no may be prescribed.

(2) An order made by the Revenue Officer or by an
Appellate Ofticer 8hall be executed by the Revenue oaicer
in such manner as may be prescribed.

(3) No order made by the Revenue OfBcer or an Appellate
OBeer for the ejectnreut of a bargadar shall be executed
ercept during the months tIf Chnitru and Baisnkh of the
Bengali year.

22, (/) No order or other prol'eedings whatnoever of a
Revenue ’ofnt'er or of an Appellite 06cer under thi8 Chapter
antI no liroteedingn whut80ever in execution of 8uch order
shirll be questioned in any Court.

(g) Xn Court shall entertain any suit or any proceeding8
whatsoever in respect of n nI:rtter required under sub-section
(7) of 8ection 19 to be decided by a Revenue OfEcer referred
to in that sub-section.

(3) The State Government shall appoint oMcer8 to dis.
rlrnrRe the functions of Revenue Officers under thi8 Chapter
in djrel'ifirll areas and on such apptlintlnentn being made all

Board was established.

CHAPTER IV n

Provisions as to rent.

(7) Rent shall be the 6r8t charge on a holding.2&

(2) Subject to the provi8ion8 of this Act, ovary raivat
shall pity rent either in cu8h or in kind or partly in c88h
and partly in kind as may be fixed in accordance with the
provisions of this Act and such rules nB may be framed under
tbi8 Act ;

Provided that until rent has been so axed, the roiyat 8h8ll
be liable to pay rent which wag payable by him &t the
commencement -of thin Act.

(a) to determine the rent-rate8 for any di8trict or part
of a Ii strict in accordance with such rules 88 may
be prescribed ;

(b) to $ettle fair and equituble rents for each ?aigat
in such district or part of a di8trict nfter the ren&
rates have been prepared and con6rmed under
this Chapter.

(2) A notification in the OII aint Gazette of an order
under thin 8eotion ahnll be conclusive evidence that the
order has been duly made.

258 When an order is made under cl8u8e (a) of mb
section (1) of 8ection 24, the Revenue oacer may, for tho
purpo&e of determining the rent-late 8, divide a district in k)
units of area according to 81reb rula3 a8 may be prucribal
and shall then determine the rent.ratea for diaorent clanaa
of lands in each ouch unit of area in tho in&nn8r md &omldv
ing to the priaciple8 pre6cribed.

M (1) When the Revenue (moor h&a determined the

;A':FBTel: :PvibY:Tau:,:ht::?g£:}riyhIh:r:=ie:
lorIn and e8aio -it to be published in thi pv080rito'a- hair
and lot the pruoribod palm. -

nnbr8te8 bo &hall

•
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The W03t Ban9at Land Reforms Bill, 1956.

(ChapteT IV .–Ptaujyjon8 as to rent .–CIa tues 2740.)

(2) Any peraon objocting to any entry in the table of
redt-rate8 may present a petition in writing to the Revenue
OMoer during the period- of publication und the Revenue
06cer shall con8ider any ouch petition after giving a hearing
to the objector.

(3) The Revenue 06cer shall 8ubbit the table of rent.
r8te8 to such Revenue Authority as may be prescribed
together with–

(a> a full statement of the grounds
proposals ;

in support of his

(b) 8 8ummary of the objections, if any ; and

(c) bia doci8ion8 on such objection8.

(4) Such Revenue Authority may, after hearing objeo
lions, if any, +rEich have been di8allc)wed by tho R6venu8
06cer,–

(a) con6rm the table of rent-rates 8ubmitted to aim
under 8 Irb-section (3)' with or without modi6cation
but oo 88 not to increase the r&te8, or

(b) remit the table of rent.rates to the Revenue Omcer
for revision if he ib of the opinion that the rate&
should be enhanced :

Provided that the Revonue Authority gh all not con£rm &
table of rent.r&te8 without the previous approval of the St8t8
(}overnrnent.

(3) Pending the hearing of objections referred to in 811t>
section (4) by the Revenue- Authority, the table of rent-rateg
eh all be opei to in8pection in his oGce by per80n8 intere8ted
on payment of the pre8cribed fees.

Rate
du>vu
in the
r--nXilnuIn,

27, (1) The rent-rate for any claw of land in any unit
of area as determined under section 26 8l1811, subject -to the
provi8iong of a<!tion 30, bo the maximum rate at which the
rent of a raipat holding land of that cla88 in 81reb 8188 may
be settled.

(2) After the table of rentpr8te8 hu been oon6rmed by
the Revenue Authority under BUtb8ection (4) ol section 26,
it shall be publi8hed i-n tho pre8cribed manner-

Rate of
rant, eto,,
to form

IT!=a
rigbtn
D,UBti„a
of roalb
r8t88.

gB, • The table of rent-rates determined under thiB
Ohnptor 8hall be incorporated in the pre8cribui manner in
the -village rewrd+of-rijbta maint&inod under Chapter VI.

n When the table or t8ble8 of rentpr atoe for any djg.
trict or part of a district have been publibhed, the r8t08
indicated- therein oban not, &ave ag provided in 8ection 33,
be altered until a period of £fteen years has elapsed from
the date of coaarmition af mob table or t&ble8.

BEN!:+
n,rOt of
Ba and
HFitabb
rani,

38, (1) After a table of rent-rat% b8& been prepared
and pubiiihed, the Revenue oacer shall proceed to mUle
the rbats pay;bIo by each raiyat in the area to which the
table of rent--rates appUe8 and plep8r8 & renbroll iu newt&
anc,8 with the rate8- india8t8d in tho table, and containing
mob particulars 88 may in prwriM.
_ (2) in &ettlid€ the rent of each e raivat, }be BRevony?

;,m,;11„ian a:{ \: if Ii,d (paddy) at i: both. The
apiion so orarci sod by the +aivat kill iat be allowed to be
aitorod during a perilId of £ftnn years.

(3) in eottlin8 reIn, the Bwoauo Onaor sh 811, 8abjootb ;a& fur+her b+avi8ih8 a8 may be proooribod in this
behalfp ob64wd dbe following prinbipl08, -unnably :

the qUI :: 1: &:\Jai& foM1%
I
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The IVo&t Bongul Land Reforrn,i Bill, 1955.

(Chapter IV .'–Prooi3ions as to rene.--£Za.u8er gl, 32.)

and settlement of rent of ouch holding 8hall be
made–

(i) in re8pect of any land conrpri8ed in the hol(likE
on which paddy jg grown in accordance with
the following scale, namely : –

Arm of land in the holding. Rate of rent.

For the ant 2 &cre6 (a) in tho case of raiyata who pay
rent in kind–Nil.

(b) in the ca88 of raiyata who pay
rent in cash or partly in c&oh
and partly in kind–Ton per
oett£tbirt of the rent-rate.

For tho next 3 8cr08 Twenty five per oe7ttu7n of tho rout.
r&to.

For the non 6 &ere8 Fifty per ce7tttim of the ront-rate.

For jho next 5 acres Sixty-two and b&If per celtIwm of tho
rent .r&to.

For the next 10 &cree 8ovonty-eye per cen:um of the rent-
r&to

For tho romatudor Cent. per colIllinI of the rent-rate.

(d) in r08pect of other l&nd8 comprised in the holding,
at the renbrato applicable to 8uch cla9s of land; ;

(M) when the land8 belonging to a miyat are of
diEerent cla88e& of .when 8uch land8 are situated
in diferont unit& of area the 8ettlement of the
rent of the holding compri8ing such lands ah all
be made by applying the average of the rent
r8t08 which ari applicable to the d-iaer8nt classes,
or to the diEereii units of area in which the
laBd8 are 8ituatod.

( 4) The State Government may appoint one or more
Revenue 06oor8 for the whole of Wea i -Bengal, to be called
Special Revenue 06cers, to &ettlo the rent8 payable by roiyat8
havinl' 1 undo in &rea8 under the juri8diction oi more than one
Revenue Omcer &nd 8uch Revenue 06cer shall in 3ettling the
rents payable by ouch raiyat8 follow the provisions of -sub-
aection8 (2) and (3). Such Special Revenue Omcer8 eh all
have all the pover8 and di&charge all the duties of Revenue
Oncer8 undei thi8 Chapter. -

Draft
and RnaI
lnbUoa.don of
rut.roll

at. (1) When a rent-roll hao been prepared, the Revenue
06cer BLaH callee a draft of it to -be pubfi8hed in the
pre8Fribed manner and for the pre&cribed -period and ah all
receive and consider any objection made to any entry therein
or any pmil8ion th8re£rxim during the period- of pt;blic8tion
and 8l1811 diop08e of 8uch objectio; in the manner 'pre8cribedl

(2) When all. ouch objection& have been considered and
di?p080d of , the Revenue i)acer shall Many iram; the rent-
roll and publi8h it in the prescribed in a;ner and maIL a
Trti6cato 8tatinB the fact of 8uch £nal publication and the
alto_ t_hqreof and 8ub scribe the 8ame under his name and
o6ci a1 do&ign8tion.

on a N\En'ot,£Egifei: :JAw ::t::ed,&:/ };)"'=:;
appeal in the proacribod manner to the pre8clitnd atfthorit;

„aiflcfJ=%'::iI.ikItecJ::t;=Jlu£,% Itt?::Ylj#:fm::\:
made on any ' appeai under 8utuoitil; @):-iiInai-–-'

\\

Dab
:A
: : tt! b HTuUt
tabOB

, 32. When rent h nttled by a Rovanue Oncer under this
gblpte! in !08poct oI any &lai, it shan take eRect from the

IIjn;:\$::££ :f:;:t:::lt3:if iTtt::fRi:: ERe:taIE
Inji.ai (2) .f_.eltign 31. The rent ao 68ttied 8lrill GTico;a–ed
in_ the +e8ora+£'ri8bb for– tili-He; i; iii,fMI ;, M
rela+e.

annE
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The WEst B88gaZ ' La#d Reform8 BUt, lg85.
(Chapter IV .–Provision a8 to rent.d;tautc3 JJ+D.–

Chapter V.-4oB80t&iati0% of haLIing$ and co-operative
farms.q: lawe 40.)

Period for
which
rent 88
aottlod
iata
remain
11naltnrwl.

33, When the rent of a raiyat has been settled under thi8
Chapter, it 8hall not ordinarily be revised tor a period of
fifteen year8 : provided howe\’el that if in the opinion of the
State O-overnrnent circumstances have ao changed 88 to c8u8e
increase or decrease in the yield or price of crops in a patti.
cular area or generally, it may by orden direct a revi8ion of
the t&ble of lent.rates and ihe rent-rollo in reBpect of a
particular area or generally at any time before the expiry of
ifte€n yearB and such order shall 8pecify the period for
which £he revised rent.rates and rent-roIFe will -remain in
force

C;round8
for
raluction
of rent.

34, Notwithstanding anything contained in section 33,
the rent payable by a 7aiyai may– be reduced on any one or
more of thi following ground8, namely : –

(a) that the holding of the rai yat has decreased in area
due to partition, 8ubdivi8ion or any other cause
8ub8equent to the settlement of rent ;

(b) that th8re has been a reduction in yield for a period
of not le68 thurs three con8ecutive years on account
of failure of the facilities for irrigation or any
a&tut 81 c&uso.

Bar to
jud#lie.
tion of
Oivil
Court.

35, No suit or other legal proceeding8 8hall be ingtjtut8d
in any Civil Court in respect -of the determination of rent-
r&t08 or the 88ttlement of -any rent, or the omission to deter-
mine any renbr&te8 or settle any rent under thi8 Chapter.

Inn.
meat.
time 'and
place for
payment
of rmt.

36, (/> A ra£yat 8h8ll pay rent in aucb instalments, in
such manner and at 8uch time8 as may be prescribed.

(2) Payment of rent gLaD be made or delivered at the
villago taFt3it once or at 81rob other place and in 8uch manner
as may be pre80ribed.

(3) Any instalment of rent or part thereof which i& no!
duI} 'paid -or delivered at the prescribed time shall be deemedto be an arre ar.

Roigat
ontitINl to
a ro®ip&
for rent,

37, Every 'raigat shall on making payment of rent be
entitled to ob(ain forthwith a written receipt in the prescribed
form for the amount paid or delivered by him, signed by
the person authorised to make collection of rent.

Bob&h on
Fnyrnon&h time
and
intorwt on
arroar&

38, (7) Every raiyat who makes payment of rent within
the prescribed period ib all in entitled to a rebate- of £ve peT
ce7rtu'rrb of the amount of rent.

(2) An arre ar of rent oh all bear 8imple intere&t at the rBto
of oil and a quarter per centt&771 peT annu7n from the due date
up to the date of payment.

PtoMuro
for
rooovW
of urun
of rut.

gB, All ure an of roDE shall be deemed to be public
dem anda payable to the Collector and oban, 8ubjoct to arch
rules as ma; be mpde in this behalf , be recoverable under the
Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act, 1913 :

Provided that no raivat shall be liable to be arrested or
detained in civil prigon or tx) have any movable or immovable
property other than the holding to which the ure&rs of rent
relate, attached in pur8u8noo of 8ny order under the 8aid

ct

Ba11 B AB &
III of 1918,

En h–For purpo&e
ahn11 the money

of thia &mtion. arrears of rent
value of the rent payable in

kind.

O]EAPTER V. /

ClnterHidatlon rK heldiag8 and u4pr#aUv• latIn
4& The St&to Qovornmont may, on the r9prua4ntntkia.of

not ten tUn ten 7ai#at• owning lands in any area, or on its
own motion, &oqairo thelma Many area on payment of eon-
pon88tioa to thi rdyat8 ovain8 thom, xEon- tIle kJdinBP in
aIICE area are not in bomp©et blilots if it b of the opinion–th&t
the boldinBB in mob ara ebauld bo con8did&tea.



17@ TEE CALCUTTA aAZETrE EXTRAORDINARY, DECEMBER 10. 1954 [PIn 11

Redjgtribu.
tion of
lanl I
after
ac(lujgi .
tion.

TranRfot.
ence of
incurr).
brnnc(n on
holt 11118.

Rcvo very
of ttl+.
t'XI't' bt'I

'e•allrt. rIf
allotted
l8ntl,

Formation
of c(>

rIX'tIlt IVO
farm?I of
un
mont)mic
holtling.

R08ttio.
tion on
transfer
of 8haFn
in a co.

aT:::l’In

DiMlu.
tion of 8
CR>opera'
tivo
faru
Trarurfer
of land8
on din
8alul&
of 6 ah

The We8t Bengal Lana Reforrna Bill, 1956.

V.–4;ansol£riotion of holdjqo s and
farm8.qI&IIsa 41–47 .)

{Chapter co-(ype?attrie

41, On such ocquisition being made, the State Govern-
ment shall re-arran8b the lands in compact blocks and redi8-
tribute them to the rrzfyyat8 whose lands ba\•e been &cquired in
such manner as it thinka at :

Provided that no raiyat shall be entitled to receive any
land in ert'ess of the area held by him prior to ncquiuition :

Provided further that on such allotruent being mado
there shall be deducted from the amount of compensation
pnyable to n rot yat under section 40 the value of the land
allotted to him after acquisition.

42, if the holding of a raigut which i8 acquired for the
purposes of con80lid&tion is subject to any incurnbrance, such
inculnbranre shall be deemed to be tranif erred and attached
to tIre land which is nllotted to the tai yat, after acquisition or
ttl the colnl)ensution payable to him under this Chapter and
shall ceaqe to have any effect against the land from which it
has been so transferred.

4& if the value of tho land allotted to a 7aiyat after
acquisition be greater than the value of the land acquired
from snub raiIInt , the diRerent•e in value shall be recoverable
f ruIn him und if such di6erence be not paid within the time
allowed for the purpose, it 8h8ll be recoverable as a public
demancl payable-to -the Collector unless the raiuat declines
to accept-s;ttlement of the 1&nd allotted to him.

448 (/) Any fifteen or more raiyat s owning uneconomic
boltliul{ with an aggregate are 8 of not less thai thirty acres
of cultivnble IalrdJ -in a compact ;block and dearing to 8tart
a co-operative f anu may appjy in writing in the pre&cribed
form to the Registrar, -Co-operative Sociitie8 for -the regib
tration of such farm under the Bengal CooperaTive Ban IAP
Societies Act, 1940. - ' ly Qf

Earl.allot ion ..–' qJ neoouomio. holding” means a holding
compri8ing cultiv able lands not exceedIng 6ve acres in the
aggregate.

(e) The Registrar may, after ouch enquiry as he may
aeern Et, register the farm under the Bengal-Cooperative
Societies Act: 1940, and grant a certi£cnte oI registration.

(3) When a cboper8tive farm h&g been registered under
suthsoction (2), all agricultural lands belongingsto the raiyatr
who are members of the cooperative farm shall ve8t in -the
co-operative farm and in lieu of such lands there shall be
allotted to the members share& of oqual value.

45• _ (!) The 8bar08 held by a member of a cboperativo
farm oban not tn transferred fo 8ny per80n 'other 'than a
raiDat holding land in the locality in vEich the farm has been
established.

(g) .When. 8 yaiIlnt purch8 aeo share& in a co-op8r&tivo
fan! all land& belonging to him in that locality shall ye&t
in the cooperative farm- and there shall tn allotted k> him
shares equal in value to that of the land8 which so vest.

(3) Su'bject to the restriction& mentioned in 611b.section
{/)I the ?h8re6 held by a memtnr of a cooperative farm d1 all
be tran8ferabl8 and hiribble. '

4& No c©owrativ8 farm e8tabli8hod in &ooordanco with
the pmvifon8 .of thi8 Act aLan in wound up or di&80lvod
except under the orders of the State aovernm intl

+1• Pnn. q coopr8tivo farm i8 vound np or di880lvod,
the !qn8for .of a \8ud8'tnlon®F to it gb&II be eabjoet b th;
!mvi8 Bn: of thi6 Aot and–subject to Buck ruIn ;a m8y bprmriba. ' - -–– -–– – –-'

fi. BA
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(Chapter V .-4onr olalation of holding8 and cooperative
]arms .--aau3es 48, 49,–Chapter V 1 .–afa£rttana4ce and
-regj8ion of the recoTd-Of#i-ght3.-41au3e8 50, Slr
Chapter V II.–ManugeTn4nt- of e8tate s treated in the
State .--£tau3e 52 .–Chapter V 11 1 .–Mi3cetla8eou8 .–
Clause 53.>

48, When a co-operative farm is eqtabli8hed under tho

F,Q:!:::=tbT}!’„A£tg :::t',£g£==: :i tVeefF£T18 BiSN; th:
rent payable by the cboperative farm for the lands vestingin it

Rent
payable
by & co.
operativerUIn.

48, (1) A co-operative farm 8l1 all ba outitled to ouch
conce&sions and facilities from the State Government 88 may
be pre8cribed.

Conew.
sion and
f&cilitli08
for 8 oo.
oper8tivo
farED.

proS:ieTIt]!iS, ETIFLdiS:nEo aT; f:aT#,Iymo£tih£f\:;Eplng
(a) erICh remis8i6n or &u8pension of rent as Government

may allow ;

Maintonanoe and revision of the noonM.rIBt\th
50, The Revenue Omcer especially empowered by the

State Government in thi8 behalf- aLan- maintain up-tod ato
in the prescribed manner the village record XII-ri&bt8 by

'incorpor&ting therein the changes on account-of–
(a) mutation of names 88 a re8ult of tran&fer or inberi.

tance ;

(b) 8ep8ration1 amalgamation or aon solid&tion of hold-
’ ’ 'ing81 or e8t8,bbihment of cooperative f8rm8 ;

(c) new settlement of lands or of holdings;
(d) 'variation of rent ;
(e) alteration in the _mode of cultivation, for er8mplo,

by a bar gadar ;
(/) such other causes as nooo&8itate & cb&nW in the

record-of-rights.

MaLton.
aRaD
of the
rnord.of.
rights,

Rovi8ion
ofth6
TO(x)raaf.
right&

IIuuBB-
hH.Mt –of
estate&

Ddondoa
$WnSUe
()(IVUn B

The Wa 8t Bengal Land R€tat nu Bill, IaM.

(b) free 8upply of aeea s and manure for the Ent three
yeah and thereafter at ooncw8ion81 rates ;

(c) free technical advioo by the expert8'• of the State
Government ;

(d) financial awi stance on such terms and condition8 a8
may tn prescribed ;

(e) &rr8ngement8 for better marketing.

CHAPTER VI.

61, The State Government may, in any cmo if it tlbinke
St I make an order directing that a-record4T.rigbt8 in re8pwt
Qf ’ any di8trict or part of a di&triet bo r8visoa-by a R4v8nuo
Once; in accordance with 8uch rule8 a8 may b made by the
State Government in thi8 behalf .

CHAPTER VII.
Hana8ewart of nate yeaH hI tIle Stat&

Sh All landa and all intor08t8 therein belonging to the
Stab 8l1811, 8ut}ject to such rules an may be made by the State
dov8rnme it if thi8 behalf , be managed by the Oollecbr of
the di8triot in which the land& are 8itwtod :

Provided that the State Government nUr entrust the

felt,:I::_&:=,’„Lbhrf£:If)I#Jt V thyl::::iR oftil
£i;i;-d;v;rnmen{-agaIn aocoril&n oe vial such ruloo aa a&y
be pmwribed.

to such

CBAPTEB VIII.
HhodUnsHe

63, The St 8to Government any by a noti£c8tion in the

g)/Eg"h?'Tr{:dileqrIbJr;i&' j;hEr;;:Hi! VW:j;;
not iBc&tion.
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ApWb.

Limit8ti@
for
.P@“

Powor to
ontor
upon
land. to
r &ko
8urvo}r,
ota.

Power to 578 Subject to any rule8 made under thi8 Act, any
==iT!. of6ce{ in dealing with PTo?eedinp under thi& Act 8 ha!!

!!:IMd ?;iT;iIi:reet ii;=%=rafhE Hjl08qEu={ eu:Hi:i it\roMst::d:Lvci: +;by a
doqun1.nta of witnesse$ and the production of record8 or documents or
:#Q3 in enfolcing or execufing hip orders including any order for
iT;ii restoration of po&8e88ion a8 if 8uch orders Vero decrees of a
uni if Civil Court. - /
7itnM,
Pntoctioa
of action
&alton
andor
tibia Act.

R.nl

[Put IV

The \Vest Bellgal Land Reformr Bill, 1956.

(Chapter VIII.–M&ceUanew3.-41au3e3 64-39.)

54, Sutlject to any 8pecial provi8ion8 for appeal made
in this Act br in any rule8 made under thi8 Act; an appeal
8ball lie in the manner indicated below–

(a) to the Collector of the district, when the order is
made by a Revenue Officer or revenue authority
below the rank of a Collector of a di8trict;

( b) to the Commissioner of the Division, wEep the order
is made by the Collector of a di8trict within the
Division ;

(c) to the officer holding for the time being the once of
]lcInber. Board of Revenue. when the order is
nrlrIte by the Commissioner of a Division :

Provided that where an order is con£rmed on appeal
no further appeal shall lie under thi8 8ectioa.

55, Save ab expressly provided in thi8 Act or the rule8
made thereunder, iLe period of limitation for an appeal
under section 54 8hall run from the date of the order appealed
against and dr all be as follow8, that i8 to gby–

(a) when the appeal lies to the Collector–thirty d8y8 ;

(b) when the appeal lies to the Commi88ioner of a
Division–sixty d&y8 ;

(c) when the appeal lie8 to the omcer holding for the
time bein£ tho once of the Member, Board of
Revenue–ninety dayo.

68B A Revenue oacer, 8ubject to any rule8 made under
this Act, may at any time enter upon any land but not a
dwelling house with ouch officers or other per80n8 a8 he
.considers necessary, and make n 8urvey or take measurement
thereof or do any other act8 which he con8ider8 to be nece88ary
for carrying out any of bio dutie8 under thia Aot.

5& (1) No suit, prosecution or other legal .proceeding
&hall lie ag&in8t any person foI anything ' which is in good
faith done or intended to be done in pur6uanoo of Orjg-Act
or any rules made t:hereund8r.

(2) No mit or other legal proceeding 8 Ir all lie ag&in8t
the State Government for any damage c8u8ed or likely–to be
c&u8ed or for any injury 8uBered or likely to be 8u£ered by
virtue of .any provisions of thi8 Act or bi anything in pod
faith done or intended to be done in pur8unnco of- thi 8-Act
or any rul08 made thereunder.

Bee The following Regulation 8nd Acta. are hereby
repealed, namely :– -

(1) The Beng 81 Anuvion and Diluvion Regulation, 1825. nn.
Reel. Xl
of 1826.
IX of
l&+7.

(4) The Bengal Anuvion ana Diluvion Act, 1847.

{3) The Bengal Alluvial Land Settlement Act, 1868.
\

(4) The Bengal Rent Act, 1859.

XXXI of
186&

X of
1869.

(+) The Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885. VIII of '
188K

(6) The Cooch Bebar Ten8ney Aot, 1910, OOOQb
Babu
i,4, Tel
1810.
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The West Bengal I;and Refarm3 BUt, 1955.

{Chapter VlII.–Mi3cettaneaur .–Clause 60.\

(7) The West Bengal BaTgcdur8 Act, 1950 : Wea
Boa. ABb
II of
1860.

Provided that notwith8t&nding the rope al of the Bengal
Tenancy Act, 1883, the provi8ion8 of that Act relating to VIa a
under-raiyat£ shall continue to be in force until the date of 1886•
notification under 8ection 4g of the Wea Bengal Ed&teo
Acquisition Act, 1953. WBa

Ban. Aot
I of

A), (1) The State Government may, after previou8 I064•
publication, make rule8 for carrying out the purp08e8 of this
Act.

Power to
XDakB
naea+

(2) The rule8 go made 8hall have efect a8 if they were
incorporated in this Act.

8TAT EH ENT OF OBJECTS AND REA80 H &

AbolitiOn of the ZeInindari 8y8tem has been eBected by the We8t Bengal
Estates Acquisition Act, 1953, iIrich provides for the ve8tinx of all e8ta-te!
and the rights of every intermediary therein in the St(rte free from all
incumbrances. It is necessary to f611ow up that Act by a comprehen8ive
rnea8ure of land reforms 80 ui to remodel the exi8ting 8y8tem of ladd tenure
by providing for 8uch matters &b

(a) the right8, oblig8tion8 and incident8 in respect of the holdings of
ratyat3;

(b) limitation on transfer and 8uthletting of land &o 88 to prevon!
accumulation of land8 in a few hand8 or any land being acquired
by non.&griculturiBt8 ;

(c) control and regulation of the 8hare-produce 8y8tem of cultivation ;

(d) introduction of a rational 8y8tem of &88emmen} on land, oon&olid&tioe
of holdings, formation af cooperative farm6 and cohce88ionB and
facilities –for 8uch farms ;

(e) maintenance and revioiou of record of right8 ; and

(J) other m&tter8 in regard to right8 in l8nd and management thereof.

The Bill ha8 been framed with the dx)va object8 in view.

S. K. BASU.
M umb8winchar ge,

CALOUITAI
The 7th December, 1954.

By arder of the Governor,
S. K. D. GUPTA,

Secv . to the Gmt. of WaIt Bengal.
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